AWESOME!

EPHESIANS 2:11-22

11So then, remember that at one time you Gentiles in the flesh, called "the uncircumcision" by those who are called "the circumcision"--a physical circumcision made in the flesh by human hands--12remember that you were at that time without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world. 13But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ. 14For he is our peace; in his flesh he has made both groups into one and has broken down the dividing wall, that is, the hostility between us. 15He has abolished the law with its commandments and ordinances, that he might create in himself one new humanity in place of the two, thus making peace, 16and might reconcile both groups to God in one body through the cross, thus putting to death that hostility through it. 17So he came and proclaimed peace to you who were far off and peace to those who were near; 18for through him both of us have access in one Spirit to the Father. 19So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are citizens with the saints and also members of the household of God, 20built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the cornerstone. 21In him the whole structure is joined together and grows into a holy temple in the Lord; 22in whom you also are built together spiritually into a dwelling place for God.

PAUL’S USE OF OLD COVENANT SCRIPTURES

As a highly educated Hebrew who had learned under Gamaliel, Paul knew the old covenant Scriptures very well indeed.

But, because Paul was writing to Gentile Christians who were never under the law and who therefore did not know the old covenant Scriptures, he only rarely directly quoted the old covenant Scriptures to them.

Nonetheless, Paul based his text in this passage of Ephesians on some old covenant Scriptures.

I will tell you of some of those old covenant Scriptures that inspired Paul here in Ephesians, but I am not going to explore them now.

Both Isaiah 52:7 and 57:19 were important in Paul’s composition of this text to the Ephesians, and both were important in Judaism.

It is also very likely that Isaiah 9:6, Micah 5:5 and Zechariah 9:9,10 were influential as Paul wrote this text to the Ephesian Christians.

THE TEXT ITSELF

REMEMBER
The Greek word translated ‘remember’ in verse 11 is the only imperative in the first three chapters, and here Paul is laying strong emphasis on the Ephesian Christians both never forgetting what they once were, and also on them often deliberately remembering that which they once were in order to receive afresh the grace of God in Christ.

Interestingly, this is the only place in all of Paul’s writings where he commands Christians to remember what they formally were.

Why is he doing that?

PEACE
In both verse 14 – “For he is our peace…” and in verse 17 – “So he came and proclaimed peace…” the word ‘he’ in English is simply not strong enough to do justice to the force of the Greek.

Even the translation ‘he himself’ is too weak to get across what Paul actually wrote here.

It would be fair to translate it as “He himself and he alone”…

The Greek word for peace ‘eirene’ occurs over forty times in Paul’s letters, and eight of those occurrences are in Ephesians.

Therefore, the peace that God has made with us through Christ is clearly a central foundation of Paul’s theology and much of Paul’s writing is related to this peace.

CORNERSTONE
19So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are citizens with the saints and also members of the household of God, 20built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the cornerstone.

The word for ‘cornerstone’ refers to a foundation load-bearing stone that was used in ancient buildings as the primary load-bearing stone that determined the lines of the building.

[Such stones have been found in Palestine, and one of the cornerstones weighed about 570 tons. See 1 Kings 7:10 if that is of interest to you.]

Not only is the building founded on Christ the cornerstone, but the whole building exists only because of him, and it lines up only in him.

BODY OF CHRIST
To speak of Christ is to speak of his body with him as the head of the body – the two cannot be separated or considered separately.

Ephesians strongly teaches three things:

1. The church is not a collection of individuals – but a real body.

2. There are no barriers to relationship in the body of Christ.

3. Who you are determines what you say and do.

In Ephesians, all the focus is on Christ, on what Christ has done, and on the real implications and consequences of what Christ has done.

IDENTITY DETERMINES ACTIONS
The clear teaching in Ephesians is for God’s people to:

1. Know their identity in Christ.

2. Speak and act in the light of that identity.

3. Be a community of faith, hope and love to the people around us.

We so easily view salvation as something that we possess, when it is actually nothing of the sort.

We so easily speak of our gifts, our ministries, and our church – when, in fact, they are nothing of the sort.

The message of Ephesians is that we must never divorce the gifts of God from the giver – God himself.

The church is firmly centered on Christ, since it is his body.

PAUL’S USE OF CONCEPTS, IDEAS AND WORD PICTURES

As a Hebrew, Paul did not think in terms of propositional truth, but in concepts, ideas and word pictures.

That is an important realisation if we are to understand how Paul was writing in this letter.

Ephesians contains very little that can be interpreted as propositional truth, but it is rich in concepts, ideas and word pictures.

The use of concepts, ideas and word pictures in the way that Paul used them meant two things:

1. The positive affirmation as presented in the concept.

2. The unspoken negative reverse side of the concept

Since the Christians in the area of Ephesus knew Paul and his teachings, Paul was able to cascade concepts at them, knowing that they would understand the flipside of each concept.

Since the letter was meant to be read out in whole regularly, different concepts would come to hearts and minds of the people as they listened from one reading to the next.

We will now consider both sides of some of the concepts that Paul presented in this letter and our passage today.

1. 14For he is our peace…

The clear implication of the Greek construct here is that peace is the person of Christ, Christ is personal peace – and there is no peace anywhere else or in anyone else.

The flipside is that if we speak and act in a way that damages peace, then we stand opposed to both to the person of Christ and to the work of Christ.

2. 14In his flesh he has made both groups into one and has broken down the dividing wall…

In Christ there are no barriers to relationship – every dividing wall has been broken down because the strongest dividing wall has been completely broken down.

The flipside is that if we build, maintain or strengthen barriers between Christians, we stand opposed to both the person of Christ and to the work of Christ.

3. 15He has abolished the law with its commandments and ordinances…

No laws or ordinances stand between us and an intimate relationship with God in Christ.

The flipside is that those who put laws or ordinances in the way of people who want to know God stand opposed to both the person of Christ and to the work of Christ.

4. 19So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are citizens with the saints and also members of the household of God, 20built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the cornerstone.

We are both forever built into the household of God and one with God himself as members of the Godhead – we are like God – and we are firmly established upon the chief cornerstone that is Christ himself.

The flipside is that those who try to build on any other foundation than Christ stand opposed to both the person of Christ and to the work of Christ.

THE SERIOUS NATURE OF CONCEPTS

While the concepts that Paul used in Ephesians are very encouraging and strengthening, they carry a clear warning.

That warning is that your identity is in Christ, and therefore you should live out of that identity, but understand that consistently living any other way will cause you to stand opposed to Christ and his work.

CITY GATES

1. Are we proclaiming by our whole lives that Christ himself is our peace and are we practising that peace with our brothers and sisters?

2. Are we proclaiming by our whole lives that every dividing wall has been destroyed in Christ and encouraging our brothers and sisters to intimately know Christ for themselves?

3. Are we proclaiming by our whole lives that there are no laws or conditions that stand in the way of our brothers and sisters knowing Christ?

4. [bookmark: _GoBack]Are we proclaiming by our whole lives that is really is all about Christ and encouraging and upbuilding one another in our relationship with Christ?

